WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 




A windshield assdmbly comprising: 
windshield panel movable between an operative position and an inoperative 



position; and 
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a coupling assembly coupled to^aid^indsSieM panel~said-coupling-assembly- 
including at least one coupling member that enables said windshield panel to move 

between the operative pos ition and the inoperative position. 

f 

2. The windshiel( I assembly according to claim 1, wherein said coupling assembly 
includes a first end defini ng a mounting bracket and a second end defining a pivot point 
about which the windshie d panel pivots. 

(5) The windshie d assembly according to claim 2, wherein said second end 
includes ratchet washers |iat allow one-way movement only. 



4. The windshield aspembiv according to claim 1, wherein said inoperative 
position is toward a rear side c f sai(||^indsliield panel. 

5. The windshield as^Qinbiy \ccording to/ claim 1, wherein said inoperative 
position is toward a front side of said windshield panel. 




Q^V^"^ The windsiield assembly according to claim 1, wherein said windshield panel 
is made of polycarboi ate plastic. 
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n. TK^windshieWass. Jy— g^Oain. , «.er comprising a handguard 
element connected to said windshield panel. 

S The windshield asse* accotding to claim 7. whetein said handguatd 
.em ent includes a cental pot ion and a pai, of hand ptotecting memhets inte gtally 
extending from opposite sides ol said central portion. 

The Windshield J^U, ^rding to Cairn 7, wherein said handguard 
element is made of plastic. 



10. The windshield as'semi 



bracket assembly that mounts 



11. The windshield 



bly according to claim 7, further comprising at least one 



the windshield panel. 

assembly according to claim 10. wherdn said at least one 
^.etassemhlycompriseaT-shaped element havingavertica, section andahori^n^ 

^.ion, s.d vertical sectiln inc.nd.g at least one fastening hole defined therein -ha. 
enables at least one fastener to pass therethrough, and said hoH^nta, sec«on including 
least one fastening hole 
therethrough. 



defined therein that enable at least one fastener to pass 



n The windshtld assembly according to claim U, wherein said windshield 

panel is attached to s.dL-' ^ " ^ 

^ passes through at is. one hole defmed in said windshield panel and said ^ning 

hole defined in said veAical section. 
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13. The wiiylshield assembly according to claim 11, wherein said heindguard 
element is attached to said horizontal section of said T-shaped element via at least one 
fastener that pass thr 3ugh said holes defined in said handguard element and said fastening 
hole defined in said horizontal section. 



14. The windshield assembly according to claim 11, wherein at reast"a~portion-of— 
the windshield panel is transparent. 




A vehicle comprising: 
frame; 

a plurality of wMels suspended from the fi*ame; 
a handlebar operatively connected to the wheels to steer the vehicle; 
a seat positionfep on the fi-ame; and 

a windshield/ assembly mounted on the frame and including a windshield panel 
movable between Art operative position and an inoperative position, and a coupling 
assembly betweeiy me handlebar and the windshield panel, said coupling assembly 
including at leaslj one coupling member that enables said windshield panel to move 
between the operative position and the inoperative position. 



16. Thet- 
first end definin 



ehicle according to claim 15, wherein said coupling assembly includes a 
a mounting bracket and a second end defining a pivot point about which 



the windshield panel pivots. 



i^l^ The vehicle according to claim 16, wherein said second end includes ratchet 
washers that allow one-way movement only. 
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18. The vehicle accordinejo. claim 15, wherein said inoperative position is toward 
a rear side of said windshield ^anei mid toward the seat. 



fl9p The vehicle acoording tCKclaim ISywherein said inoperative position is toward 
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44. 



a front side of said windshield panel and away from the seat. 




20. The vehicle acjcording to claim 15, wherein said windshield panel is made out 
of polyc^bonate plastic. 

21. The vehicle according to claim 15, further comprising a handguard element 
connected to said windshield panel. 

22. The vehicle according to claim 21, wherein said handguard element includes a 
central portion and a pair of hand protecting members integrally extending from opposite 
sides of said central portion. 



23. T/he vehicle according to claim 21, wherein said handguard element is made of 



plastic. 



24. The vehicle according to claim 21, further comprising at least one bracket 
assembly for moimting the windshield panel to the handguard element. 
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. The vehicle according to claim 24, wherein said at least one bracket assembly 
comprised a T-shaped element having a vertical section and a horizontal section, said 
vertical section of said T-shaped element includes a fastening hole defined therein that 
enables a feistener to pass therethrough, said horizontal section including a fastening hole 
defined therein that enable a fastener to pass therethrough. 



26. The vehicle according to claim 25, wherein said windshield panel is attached 
to said vertical section of said T-shaped element via a fastener that passes through a 
fastening hole defined in said windshield panel and a fastening hole defined in said 
vertical section. 

27. The vehicle according to claim 25, wherein said handguard element is 
attached to said horizontal section of said T-shaped element via a fastener that pass 
through said fastening hole defined in said handguard element and said fastening hole 
defined in said horizontal section. 



28. The vehicle according to claim 21, wherein the handguard element is formed 
integrally with the windshield panel. 



9. The vehicle accbrding to claim 15, wherein said vehicle is an all terrain 




vehicle. 



30. The vehicle aqcording to claim 15, wherein said vehicle is a snowmobile. 
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3 1 . The vehicle according to claim 1 5, where at least a portion of the windshield 
panel is transparei it. 
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